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1. Background 

In September 2015, the UN General Assembly adopted the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development with a set of 17 Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) aiming to ‘transform our world’.1 The new SDGs and their 169 targets, which came into effect in January 2016, 
aim to drive global action towards a healthier, more equitable and inclusive planet over 15 years. They are underpinned by a commitment 
to end extreme poverty and to leave no one behind. The SDG framework doesn’t just aim to complete the work of the Millennium 
Development Goals (MDGs) but envisions transformational change in all countries and globally to end poverty, protect the planet and 
ensure prosperity.  

Trachoma is world’s leading infectious cause of blindness and one of 18 neglected tropical diseases (NTDs) which affect over 1 billion of the 
world’s poorest people. Worldwide, an estimated 1.9 million people are blind or moderately to severely visually impaired because of 
trachoma2 and 200 million people are currently living in areas in which trachoma is a public health problem.3 It is a disease which 
perpetuates a cycle of poverty and poor health for those who become infected. Vision loss, the outcome of repeat, untreated infections 
hinders people ability to work and care for their families.  

Hidden diseases such as trachoma almost exclusively affect the most marginalized communities in the developing world: those in remote 
areas without basic services and with little political voice. As such, NTDs act a proxy for poverty and are critical to identifying areas most in 
need of development interventions. Trachoma and other NTDs also clearly showcase the need to address all three dimensions of 
sustainable development coherently. Effectively treating and working to prevent these diseases will support global efforts to improve 
health, education, gender equality and economic productivity to 2030.  

This briefing gives an overview of some of the key issues relating to trachoma and the SDGs, highlighting the specific goals, targets and 
indicators of particular relevance and providing guidance on how partners can engage in and influence the process.  

  

______ 

1 United Nations (2015) Transforming our World: The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, Preamble 

2 Bourne RR, Stevens GA, White RA, et al. (2013) Causes of vision loss worldwide, 1990-2010: a systematic analysis. The Lancet Global health 1(6): e339-49. 

3 WHO Alliance for GET2020 Database, 1 March 2016 
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2. Executive summary  

With its commitment to ‘leave no one behind’ and explicit inclusion of NTDs, the SDGs provide a unique opportunity to increase 
commitment and improve progress in tackling NTDs such as trachoma.  

Key goals, targets and indicators for trachoma  

Chapter 3 looks at the two key goals that are fundamental to efforts to eliminate trachoma: Goal 3: Ensure healthy lives and promote well-
being for all at all stages and Goal 6: Ensure availability and sustainable management of water and sanitation for all.  

Goal 3 includes explicit mention to NTDs in target 3.3: By 2030, end the epidemics of AIDS, tuberculosis, malaria and neglected tropical 
diseases and combat hepatitis, water-borne diseases and other communicable diseases. Advocacy by the global community successfully 
ensured the inclusion of a neglected tropical diseases-specific global indicator: Number of people requiring interventions against neglected 
tropical diseases. The corresponding meta-data sheet, which details exactly what data will be collected, also stipulates that the indicator 
will collect data on both mass drug administration and trichiasis surgery. 

Goal 6 is critical to enable the scale-up of the facial cleanliness and environmental improvement components of trachoma elimination 
programs as well as ensuring the long term sustainability of elimination gains. 

Other important goals, targets and indicators for trachoma  

Section 4 looks at other key goals, targets and indicators relating to trachoma. The elimination of trachoma both depends upon and 
supports progress across a range of other global development priorities relating to poverty alleviation, education, gender and economic 
growth. Tracking the impact of trachoma interventions alongside these cross-cutting priorities can highlight the value of trachoma 
elimination for poverty alleviation and support advocacy for more integrated programs at the country level.   

Crosscutting theme: disability inclusion  

Section 5 looks at disability, which has for the first time been included in a global development framework. With over 20 references 
throughout the SDGs, the inclusion should greatly increase the chances that development progress will benefit people with disabilities – 
including those suffering from the debilitating effects of trachoma.  

Influencing the process  

Supporting governments to include progress on NTDs in their global reporting provides politicians and policy makers with the opportunity 
to demonstrate good progress on the global development agenda. Perhaps even more importantly, the goals offer the opportunity to 
increase commitment to neglected tropical disease policies, interventions and programs at the national level. Section 6 lays out some of 
the opportunities in more detail.   
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3. Goals, targets and indicators 
 

i. Key goals, targets and indicators for trachoma elimination  

Goals 3 and 6 are particularly central to supporting the elimination of trachoma.   

Goal 3: Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all at all stages 

The SDG framework has just one goal on health. However this goal, goal 3 – Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all at all stages 
– is comprehensive and goes much beyond the aspirations for health included in the MDGs, articulating a broad vision for a world with 
equitable and universal access to healthcare and basic social protections.4 It is the first time NTDs have been explicitly included in the 
targets and indicators of a global UN development framework.  

Targets 3.3, 3.8 and 3.12 play a crucial role in work to eliminate trachoma:  

Target 3.3 End the epidemics of AIDS, tuberculosis, malaria and neglected tropical diseases and combat hepatitis, water-borne 
diseases and other communicable diseases. 

The explicit inclusion of NTDs in target 3.3 provides a global political commitment to end the devastation caused by NTDs such as 
trachoma giving added weight to existing elimination efforts.  It recognizes that managing these diseases must be a part of any 
ambitions to leave no one behind. The inclusion will enable NTD partners to include treatment success as an outcome of the 
global drive to alleviate poverty which should, in turn, harness greater political commitment.  

Indicator 3.3.5 Number of people requiring interventions against neglected tropical diseases 

Initially, the proposed indicators to measure progress in the SDGs did not include a target on NTDs but WHO and the NTD 
community actively lobbied to include an indicator for tracing progress on NTDs in the final monitoring framework. In September 
2015, ICTC joined other members of the Neglected Tropical Disease NGDO Network (NNN) to sign on to the Abu Dhabi 
Declaration5 calling for the inclusion of a WHO-proposed global indicator on NTDs and, in March 2016, partners welcomed the 
news that the NTDs-specific global indicator, Number of people requiring interventions against neglected tropical diseases, had 
been endorsed for inclusion in the final monitoring framework.  

The indicator will be informed by data on the number of people requiring preventative chemotherapy as well as the number of 
new cases requiring individual treatments for other NTDs. The meta-data sheet of the indicator, a document that details exactly 
what data will be collected, also explicitly mentions trichiasis surgeries. This provides the opportunity to demonstrate success in 
tackling NTDs within the global development framework and help to harness the political will and much-needed financial 
resources to ramp up elimination efforts.  

Target 3.8 Achieve universal health coverage (UHC) including financial risk protection, access to quality essential health care 
services, and access to safe, effective, quality and affordable essential medicines and vaccines for all.  

As the world’s focus shifts from development to sustainable development and from disease-specific goals to Universal Health 
Coverage (UHC), control of NTDs will assume an important role to the target of achieving UHC. UHC is firmly based on the WHO 
constitution of 1948 declaring health a fundamental human right and on the Health for All agenda set by the Alma Ata 
declaration in 1978. 6  

Extending financial risk protections will improve access to treatments for the most vulnerable such as women, who are generally 
less likely than men to have their trachoma attended to because they face gender-specific financial barriers to health care.  

In low and middle-income countries, trachoma interventions have, in the past, typically been delivered as isolated programs by 
non-government actors using their own expertise, equipment and financing.7 To ensure trachoma is eliminated sustainably, 
treatment and prevention programs will need to be fully integrated into national health services and social protection services, 
including health insurance and public health cost coverage.  

______ 

4 United Nations (2015) Transforming our World: The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, Preamble 
5 Neglected Tropical Diseases NDGO Network (NNN), (2015) The Abu Dhabi Declaration [online] Available at: http://www.ntd-ngdonetwork.org/news-events/news/abu-

dhabi-declaration [Accessed: 19 December 2016] 

6 WHO, What is universal coverage? [online] Available at: http://www.who.int/health_financing/universal_coverage_definition/en [Accessed: 10 February 2017] 
7 The Fred Hollows Foundation (2014) Taylor K. Eye care within a health system strengthening approach, p.3 

http://www.ntd-ngdonetwork.org/news-events/news/abu-dhabi-declaration
http://www.ntd-ngdonetwork.org/news-events/news/abu-dhabi-declaration
http://www.who.int/health_financing/universal_coverage_definition/en/
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NTDs are included in the first UHC Global Monitoring Report 2015 as a UHC indicator as well as in an online UHC data portal. The 
portal includes the 16 UHC core indicators as well as a link to the Global Health Observatory, which includes NTDs.  

Rehabilitation, which includes support to people who are permanently blind or visually impaired due to trachoma, has not been 
explicitly referenced in the target.  However, it is included in the official WHO definition of UHC which it defines as ensuring that 
“all people and communities can use the promotive, preventive, curative, rehabilitative and palliative health services they need, 
of sufficient quality to be effective, while also ensuring that the use of these services does not expose the user to financial 
hardship.” 

Target 3C Substantially increase health financing and the recruitment, development, training and retention of the health 
workforce in developing countries, especially in least developed countries and small island developing States 

Partners working to eliminate trachoma follow a WHO strategy which includes a combination of interventions known by the 
acronym SAFE which stands for surgery, antibiotics, facial cleanliness and environmental improvement. Investment in the health 
workforce of developing countries as required by target 3.12 is critical for scaling-up the SAFE strategy as more trained health 
workers are urgently needed to address a backlog of 3.2 million people in need of trichiasis surgery.8  

  

______ 

8 WHO Alliance for GET2020 Database, 1 March 2016 

http://apps.who.int/gho/cabinet/uhc.jsp
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Goal 6: Ensure availability and sustainable management of water and sanitation for all 

Water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) lie at the very core of sustainable development, central to the survival of people and the planet9. For 
a number of NTDs where transmission is closely linked to poor WASH conditions, such as trachoma, goal 6 plays a critical role in ensuring 
the long term sustainability of elimination gains.  

Targets 6.1 and 6.2, in particular, are closely aligned with both prevention elements of the trachoma elimination SAFE strategy and WHO’s 
Water, Sanitation and Hygiene for accelerating and sustaining progress on Neglected Tropical Diseases strategy.10 

Target 6.1 Achieve universal and equitable access to safe and affordable drinking water for all. 

663 million people in the world – one in ten – do not have clean water. In some countries, less than 25% of the population has 
access to clean water.11 A lack of access to sufficient and affordable clean water can contribute to high levels of transmission of 
ocular Chlamydia trachomatis. Along with behaviour change interventions that encourage people to practice good hygiene, 
improvements in access to clean water will be critical to supporting the facial cleanliness component of the SAFE strategy to 
eliminate trachoma.  

Target 6.2 Improve access to adequate and equitable sanitation and hygiene for all and end open defecation, paying special 
attention to the needs of women and girls and those in vulnerable situations. 

One in three people in the world today, 2.4 billion, do not have access to a safe toilet and many practice open defection, which 
can increase the presence of eye-seeking flies in endemic communities. These flies can then transmit C. trachomatis by landing 
on discharge from infected eyes and then on to another individual.12 Ending open defecation and ensuring adequate sanitation 
facilities supports efforts to combat trachoma by limiting the number of flies capable of transmitting C. trachomatis. 

  

______ 

9  UNDP, Goal 6: Clean water and sanitation [online] Available at: http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/sustainable-development-goals/goal-6-clean-water-and-
sanitation.html [Accessed: 10 February 2017] 

10 WHO (2015) Water, Sanitation and Hygiene for accelerating and sustaining progress on NTDs 
11 WHO and UNICEF Joint Monitoring Programme (2015) Progress on Drinking Water and Santitation: 2015 Update and MDG Assessment 
12 Kassahun K et al., (2012) Active Trachoma and associated risk factors among children in Baso Liben district of East Gojjam, BMC Public Health 12(1), pp.1105 

http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/sustainable-development-goals/goal-6-clean-water-and-sanitation.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/sustainable-development-goals/goal-6-clean-water-and-sanitation.html
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ii. Other important goals, targets and indicators related to trachoma elimination  

The elimination of trachoma both depends upon and supports progress across other global development priorities relating to poverty 
alleviation, education, gender and economic growth. Tracking the impact of SAFE interventions alongside these cross-cutting priorities can 
highlight the value of trachoma elimination for poverty alleviation and support advocacy for more integrated programs at the country level.   

Goal 1: End poverty in all its forms everywhere 

Trachoma affects people’s ability to work and care for their children and it can destroy the economic well-being of entire communities, 
keeping affected families trapped in a cycle of poverty as the disease passes from one generation to the next. The elimination of trachoma 
and its disabling effects would support poverty reduction in some of the most marginalized communities.  

Target 1.3 Implement nationally appropriate social protection systems and measures for all, including floors, and by 2030 achieve 
substantial coverage of the poor and the vulnerable 

Indicator1.3.1 Proportion of population covered by social protection floors/systems, by sex, distinguishing children, unemployed 
persons, older persons, persons with disabilities, pregnant women, newborns, work-injury victims and the poor and the 
vulnerable 
The inclusion of persons with disabilities in target 1.3.1 is an important commitment to support those suffering the debilitating 
effects of the disease to live a life free of poverty.  

Goal 4: Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote lifelong learning for all 
Schools are important sites for the dissemination of eye health messages. Face-washing and hygiene programs integrated into national 
curricula help equip communities and future generations with the knowledge to protect themselves from trachoma.13   

Target 4.5 By 2030, eliminate gender disparities in education and ensure equal access to all levels of education and vocational 
training for the vulnerable, including persons with disabilities, indigenous peoples and children in vulnerable situations  

Indicator 4.5.1 Parity indices (female/male, rural/urban, bottom/top wealth quintile and others such as disability status, 
indigenous peoples and conflict-affected, as data become available) for all education indicators on this list that can be 
disaggregated 
Trachoma, like many other NTDs, disproportionately affects women. When a mother becomes sick or blind, it is usually the 
daughter who is taken out of school to care for her and assume household duties. These young girls are then exposed to the 
same health risks as their mothers and robbed of the formal education which could lift them out of poverty.14 Equal access to 
education will support more girls to stay in school, improving their future chances of economic empowerment.   

Target 4.A Build and upgrade education facilities that are child, disability and gender sensitive and provide safe, non-violent, 
inclusive and effective learning environments for all  

Indicator 4.a.1 Proportion of schools with access to: (a) electricity; (b) the Internet for pedagogical purposes; (c) computers for 
pedagogical purposes; (d) adapted infrastructure and materials for students with disabilities; (e) basic drinking water; (f) single-
sex basic sanitation facilities; and (g) basic handwashing facilities (as per the WASH indicator definitions)  

The inclusion of basic drinking water, single-sex basic sanitation facilities; and basic handwashing facilities supports the facial 
cleanliness and environmental improvement components of trachoma elimination programs as well as encouraging more girls 
to stay in school.   

  

______ 

13 The International Coalition for Trachoma Control (ICTC). (2016). The end in sight: 2020 INSight: The global roadmap to elimination Available 
at: http://www.trachomacoalition.org/2020insight  

14 The Carter Center and Kilimanjaro Centre for Community Ophthalmology (2009) Women and Trachoma, Achieving Gender Equity in the Implementation of SAFE 

http://www.trachomacoalition.org/2020insight
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Goal 5: Achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls 
Women are usually the primary caregivers for children, who are the most susceptible to trachoma.15 They are on average up to four times 
more likely than men to need eye surgery,16 in part because of repeated exposure to their children's infections. In some regions, women 
are the near majority in need of surgery, making up as much as 86%.17 Goal 5 strives to achieve gender equality and empower all women 
and girls through the provision of social protection policies and legislation promoting gender equity. Empowering women is also critical in 
the fight against trachoma because women face gender-specific barriers to health care. Traditional gender roles, women’s lower levels of 
education and limited access to land and financial resources influence women’s health-seeking behaviours and their ability to access care. 

Goa 8: Promote sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic growth, full and productive employment and decent work for all 

Target 8.5 By 2030, achieve full and productive employment and decent work for all women and men, including for young people 
and persons with disabilities, and equal pay for work of equal value  

Indicator 8.5.1 Average hourly earnings of female and male employees, by occupation, age and persons with disabilities 

Indicator 8.5.2 Unemployment rate, by sex, age and persons with disabilities 

Efforts to promote inclusive employment will support those who have been marginalized from the workforce and help to tackle 
the estimated annual productivity loss of up to US$8 billion due to trachoma.18  

 

 

  

______ 

15 The Fred Hollows Foundation (2015) Restoring vision to empower women 
16 Cromwell, E., Courtright, P., King, J., Rotondo, L., Ngondi, J. and Emerson, P. (2009) The excess burden of trachomatous trichiasis in women: a systematic review and meta-

analysis Transactions of the Royal Society of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene, 103(10), pp.985-992 
17 The Fred Hollows Foundation, (2015). Ibid. 
18 Frick KD, Hanson CL, Jacobson GA. (2003) Global burden of trachoma and economics of the disease The American Journal of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene 69(5) Suppl:1-

10 
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iii. Crosscutting theme: disability inclusion   

Many NTDs such as trachoma cause significant suffering, chronic disability and stigma. Pain and vision loss from advanced trachoma 
infection affects all aspects of a person’s life including their livelihood, independence, education, overall health and the ability to care for 
family. For women, blindness can be the basis for divorce and will affect marriage prospects.19   

Over twenty references to disability can be found throughout the SDG targets and indicators – under goals 1, 4, 8, 10, 11 and 16. This is the 
first time that disability has been included in a global development framework which should greatly increase the chances that development 
progress will benefit people with disabilities.  View a full breakdown of all the disability references in the SDG targets and indicators in 
Disability in the SDGs Indicators (March 2016)  

Furthermore, target 17.18 calls for data disaggregation, including for disability and gender,  across the board: By 2020, enhance capacity 
building support to developing countries, including for LDCs and SIDS, to increase significantly the availability of high-quality, timely and 
reliable data disaggregated by income, gender, age, race, ethnicity, migratory status, disability, geographic location and other 
characteristics relevant in national contexts 

The delivery of the SDG pledge to leave no one behind will rely heavily on a ‘data revolution’ to ensure the poorest and most marginalized 
are counted. This is emphasized by target 17.18, which aims to build countries’ capacity to collect and disaggregate their data.  

 

 

 
  

______ 

19 The Carter Center and Kilimanjaro Centre for Community Ophthalmology. (2009) ibid.  

http://www.un.org/disabilities/documents/2016/SDG-disability-indicators-march-2016.pdf
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4. How to influence the SDG agenda  

With the scale up of the work on NTDs and trachoma in particular, there are many great achievements and successes to share. Including 
these in global SDG reporting provides politicians and policy makers with the opportunity to demonstrate good progress against the global 
development agenda. The explicit inclusion of NTDs in the health goal and the specific global indicator is a good starting point.20 

National strategies 

The goals also offer the opportunity to increase commitment to NTD policies, interventions and programs at the national level. Each 
country is required to develop a national strategy for the implementation with national targets and indicators, taking into account different 
national realities, capacities and levels of development. How a national strategy is developed and what issues are prioritized will vary from 
country to country. Trachoma partners could advocate for inclusion of trachoma-related targets and indicators in endemic countries, calling 
for: 

• the setting of a trachoma-specific target under target 3.3 
• the inclusion of cost-coverage for trichiasis surgery to promote universal health coverage (target 3.8) and ensure 

social protection (target 1.3.1) 
• the setting of a national target for qualified trichiasis surgeons under target 3.C. Substantially increase health 

financing and the recruitment, development, training and retention of the health workforce in developing countries, 
especially in least developed countries and small island developing States 

• the scale up of water, sanitation and hygiene interventions in trachoma-endemic areas under goal 6 
• access for trachoma-blind and vision impaired people to rehabilitative services (as part of universal health coverage) 

and their access to support schemes (social protection, target 1.3), amongst others 
• consistent and reliable data capture for reporting quality data to feed into the NTD section of the Global Health 

Repository monitoring system 
• the inclusion of NTDs in Universal Health Coverage (UHC) and universal access to water and sanitation goals in 

national SDG strategies21  

Country reports 
Another opportunity exists to influence the voluntary country reports for the national reviews. These are presented at the annual UN High 
Level Political Forum meeting. In 2017, the meeting will focus on the health goal, amongst others relevant to trachoma. A mention of 
trachoma and NTDs in the review report – related to ‘leave no one behind’, poverty and water and sanitation – will help to keep it high on 
the global agenda. 

Link up with civil society alliances  

Besides interacting with the respective government structures, partners can link up with the civil society alliances that are advocating at the 
national level and who in some cases develop shadow reports as it will not be possible to influence in isolation on single issues.   

______ 

20 Trimmel, J. (2016) Neglected tropical diseases and the sustainable development goals – what are the opportunities? [online] Available at: 
http://www.trachomacoalition.org/news-blogs/ntds-and-sdgs-%E2%80%93-what-are-opportunities [Accessed: 19 December 2016] 

21 The meta-data sheet of indicator 3.3.5 Number of people requiring interventions against neglected tropical diseases states: “The number of people requiring other 
interventions against NTDs (e.g. vector management, veterinary public health, water, sanitation and hygiene) are expected to need to be maintained beyond 2030 and 
are therefore to be addressed in the context of other targets and indicators, namely Universal Health Coverage (UHC) and universal access to water and sanitation.” 
This has not been included in the metadata of the UHC and WASH indicators but could provide some leverage to encourage countries to include NTDs in the UHC and 
universal access to water and sanitation goals sections of their national strategies. 

http://www.trachomacoalition.org/news-blogs/ntds-and-sdgs-%E2%80%93-what-are-opportunities
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5. Further reading  

 
• Neglected Tropical Diseases NDGO Network (NNN) (2015) The Abu Dhabi Declaration  
• Trimmel, J. (2016) Neglected tropical diseases and the sustainable development goals – what are the opportunities?  
• United Nations (2015) Transforming our World: The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 
• UN (March 2016) Disability in the SDGs Indicators  
• WaterAid (2016) WASH advocacy and the Global Goals for Sustainable Development 
• WHO (2015) Health Workforce 2030 - A global strategy on human resources for health 
• WHO, The World Bank (2015) Tracking Universal Health Coverage - first global monitoring report  
• WHO (2016) Universal Health Coverage Data portal 
• WHO (2015) Water, Sanitation and Hygiene for accelerating and sustaining progress on NTDs 
• WHO (2016) Metadata sheet for Goal 3 
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